
 

 

 

Dear Jaguar Family,  

 

I’d like to welcome you back to school and take a moment to introduce you to the math 

curriculum we’ll be using: Open Up Resources 6–8 Math. This curriculum is a top-rated 

curriculum on EdReports—the “Consumer Reports” of curriculum—and schools across the 

country have seen amazing results in their classrooms (https://bit.ly/2MNbpob) by using it.   

 

Why the curriculum is great 

With Open Up Resources 6–8 Math, students learn that math isn’t just about memorizing rules, 

it’s about rolling up your sleeves and diving in. The curriculum is built around hands-on activities 

that help students understand mathematical concepts. For example, students studying 

equivalent ratios mix colored water solutions to understand why doubling and tripling produces 

the same shade of solution as the original. This approach keeps students engaged and helps 

them apply math to the real-world. 

 

Another feature of this curriculum is the peer collaboration and discourse that takes place in the 

classroom. Students regularly collaborate on activities and problem-solve in pairs or teams. This 

engagement helps students talk about math, learn from one another, push their thinking, and 

develop communication and collaboration skills, which they’ll need throughout their lives. 

 

What can you expect as a parent? 

Because the Open Up Resources 6–8 Math curriculum approaches math a bit differently than 

traditional textbooks, the materials your student brings home might look different than the 

worksheets full of math problems that you’re used to seeing. Please don’t be alarmed, as we’re 

confident this new approach is more engaging for students and supports deeper learning.  

We encourage you to follow along at home by accessing resources designed for families 

(https://bit.ly/2xzk5Cl). These resources: 

● help you understand what your student is learning in class 
● describe the big ideas your student will encounter over the course of each unit 
● provide an overview of the mathematics your student is learning 
● detail what to expect as the learning deepens 
● offer questions you can use at home to promote conversation around the math 

 
I value the partnership with your family as we work to foster a love of math, and success with 

math, for your student. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

DaNita Martin 

Martind3@gcsnc.com 

 

https://powersfulmath.wordpress.com/2018/01/27/letting-go-of-what-i-thought-i-knew/
https://im.openupresources.org/index.html

